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Announcements
Treasurer’s Report

According to Treasurer 
Dianne Machesney:  

Old balance           $1053.15
one expenditure 
for a new remote 
control for 
presentations             $48.14
New Balance:          $1005.01

 

Worth Repeating
"The assumption that animals 
are without rights and the 
illusion that our treatment 
o f t h e m h a s n o m o r a l 
significance is a positively 
o u t r a g e o u s e x a m p l e o f 
W e s t e r n c r u d i t y a n d 
b a r b a r i t y . U n i v e r s a l 
compass ion is the only 
guarantee of morality."

--Arthur Schopenhauer, 
German philosopher.

Cool Websites
Kate St.John’s blog
http://www.wqed.org/
birdblog/

Eagle Cam
http://www.pixcontroller.com/
eagles/index.htm

Wissahickon Nature Club
Guest Speaker

April 10, Thursday, 7:30 p.m. Pittsburgh Botanic Gardens, by Kitty Vagley, Director of 
Development Pittsburgh Botanic Garden.  The Pittsburgh Botanic Garden is 
transforming 460 acres of abandoned coal mining land into the region's first 
comprehensive outdoor botanic garden.  Learn how this 20-year old project is dealing 
with abundant environmental problems, moving forward on the first garden, which 
involves reforestation, habitat restoration and adding a historic homestead to the mix.

Don’t miss our next meeting.   April 24, Thursday, 7:30 p.m.  
Our final meeting this season will be Edible Mushrooms, by 
Ryan Tomazin.  Ryan Tomazin, member of the Western 
Pennsylvania Mushroom Club, will present a program on edible 
mushrooms that can be found in Pennsylvania throughout the 
year. He will discuss cooking tips, as well as tips on how to 
distinguish any harmful look-alikes. The Pennsylvania 
woodlands are known as a mushroom heaven, and mushrooms 
themselves are storehouses of nutrition and natural medicine.

Eastern  Screech Owlet, by Chuck 

Botanical Society of Western 
Pennsylvania

Loree Speedy 724.518.6022 
loreespeedy@gmail.com 

 http://www.botsocwpa.org/

Meeting
April 14, Monday, 7:15 p.m. Plants of the Shale 
Barrens by Martha Oliver.  Learn about native 
shale barrens plants from PA, WV and MD and 
how to grow them locally.

Outings

April 12, Saturday, 10:00 a.m.  Buffalo Creek, by Ed 
Divers. 
April 19, Saturday, 1:00 p.m.    Duff Park, by Loree 
Speedy. 
April 26, Saturday, 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. Raccoon Creek 
Wildflower Reserve, Beaver County by Shane Miller.
May 17, Saturday, 2:00 p.m.  Spring Valley Community in 
Farmington, Fayette County by Members of the Spring 
Valley Community.
June 7, Saturday, 10:00 a.m.  Heart’s Content Scenic 
Area, Warren County by Joe and Bonnie Isaac.
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Wild, Wonderful 
Wissahickon Weekend

   
May 30, Friday, 10:00 a.m. Butler / 
Freeport Trail, Sarver PA by 
Chuck Tague.  Chuck and Joan will 
be in Pittsburgh and have offered 
to lead a walk along the Butler 
Freeport  Trail at  Sarver.   You are 
cordialy invited to discover the 
transformation from spring to 
summer.  This delightful walk was 
a long-standing Wissahickon 
tradition.   Esther knew the trail 
like the back of her hand and found 
dozens of flowers. Call Susanne at 
(412)771-4737 to let us know you’re 
coming.
Directions: From Pittsburgh, take 
Route 28 north to Exit 17 (PA356/
Butler/Freeport).  At the end of the 
ramp, head west or north on PA 
356. After roughly 3.5 miles, turn 
right onto Sarver Road (SR2018) at 
a traffic light.  Continue a little 
over 1/2 mile, traveling down a 
hill.   After crossing a creek and 
pass ing the Sarver Buffalo 
Township Fire Hall on the left, 
turn left into the bike trail 
parking area, where we will meet.
Or google 565 Sarver Road, Sarver, 
PA  16055
May 31, Saturday, 8:00 a.m. Botanic 
G a r d e n s b i r d w a l k b y B o b 
Mulvihill .   Directions from 
Interstate-79 Northbound from 
Washington, PA.  Take Exit 57 
Carnegie.  Keep left at the fork and 
follow signs for Oakdale. 
Turn left onto W. Main Street. 
C o n t i n u e 4 . 1 m i l e s a l o n g 
Noblestown Road / State Route 
3048. (Keep right to continue along 
Noblestown Road / State Route 
3048.) Turn right onto Pinkerton 
Run Road. Continue 1.5 miles on 
Pinkerton Run Road.  If you are 
using a GPS, use 1082 Pinkerton 
Run Road, Oakdale, PA as the 
destination address.   The barn it 
just up the hill from this address 
to your left.  
June 1, Sunday, 9:00 a.m. Hays Bald 
Eagle walk by Bob Mulvihill.  
Directions: Glass Run Rd. to 
Baldwin Rd.; left on Baldwin Rd. to 
parking lot of Keystone Iron & 
Metal Co. (before railroad tracks).  
Cross railroad tracks on foot and 
take the Heritage trail on your 
left (a tall stone wall flanks the 
tra il on your r ight ) ; eagle 
watching spot is a few hundred 
yards down the trail.   The address 
for a GPS is: 4901 East Carson 
Street.

CELEBRATE NATURE

Environmental Book Club
Kim Metheny  

kmetheny@hotmail.com
Chriss O'Lare  colare@comcast.net
Meet at the Panera on McKnight 
Road third Monday of the month at 
7:30 p.m.
April 21: Stolen World by Jennie 
Erin Smith
May 19 , Second Nature by 
Michael Pollan

Fern Hollow Nature Center
Sam McClain-Capezzuto, Director

412.741.6136
April Claus, Naturalist

412.741.7536
http://www.fhnc.org/

April 25 and May 2, Fridays, 7:30 
a.m.  Spring Bird Walks at 
Sewickley Heights Borough Park  
by Bob Van Newkirk. Please meet 
in the upper parking lot at the 
park, rain or shine. For more info 
please go to www.3rbc.org

Three Rivers Birding Club
Jim Valimont, President

412.828.5338  www.3rbc.org
Meeting

June 4, Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.  My 
Life with Owls, by Chuck Tague.  Owls 
have always been part of Chuck 
Tague’s life.  As Education Director of 
the Pittsburgh Aviary Chuck was 
responsible for a menagerie of 
demonstration birds, including 
several owls.  When he left the Aviary 
he retained his state and federal 
p e r m i t s t o k e e p r a p t o r s f o r 
educational display.  He and his wife 
Joan shared their home with two 
Eastern Screech Owls.   Together 
Chuck and the owls visited schools 
throughout western Pennsylvania for 
twelve years.   Chuck assisted in 
banding and censusing Northern Saw-
whet Owls and never missed a chance 
to lead an owl prowl or a night hike.  
Nor has he ever passed up an 
opportunity to photograph these 
mysterious nocturnal hunters or 
listen to one call in the dark.
Chuck will bring photographs and 
stories of his adventures and share 
his photo essay on an owl nest at 
Matanzas National Historic Monument 
in 2010.

Outings
April 16, Wednesday 7:30 P.M.  
Woodcock Walk by Tom Byrnes. 
Meet at the parking lot behind the 
Primanti Brothers - Harmar 
restaurant off the Harmar exit 11 
of Route 28. Carpool a short 
distance to a field in Harmar Twp. 
that has produced lots of 
American Woodcock in the past.  
Be prepared for a muddy walk and 
bring a flashlight.  Before going 
to the field, we will check the 
Great Blue Heron nest. 
April 27, Sunday, 8:00 a.m.  Enlow 
Fork Extravaganza The morning 
bird walk will start at lead by 
Margie Howard (and maybe Ralph 
Bell, 99 this year). The Flower 
walk will be at 10:00 am. Led by 
members of the BSWP.  

Wissahickon Nature 
Club 

Outings Chair Judy Stark
H: 412.363.0462
C: 412.327.9537

April 22, Tuesday, 10:00 a.m.  Earth 
Day! Wolf Creek Narrows, Butler 
County, by Dianne  Machesney.  From 
Pgh take I-79 north to Exit 105. turn 
left on PA 108. Travel east on PA 108 
for about 0.7 miles to West Park Rd 
(Dairy Queen on the right). Turn left 
onto West Park Road (SR 1015) and 
drive north about 1.8 miles to SR 1020 
(you can see some large silos on the 
right). Turn right on SR 1020 (Miller 
Rd) and drive about 1.7 miles to the 
small parking lot on the right. (SR 
1020 is a winding road and at an 
almost T intersection, turn right to 
stay on SR 1020.) If you reach the 
bridge, you have gone too far. The 
parking lot is just before you reach 
the bridge over Wolf Creek. 
May 3, Saturday, 10:00 a.m. Foxburg, 
Clarion County by Dianne Machesney 
DIANNEM15237@aol.com;  
C: (412) 523-0368;  8N through Butler 
to 68N to 268 N through the town of 
Parker.   Turn right over the Foxburg 
Bridge.   Take first right after the 
bridge into the parking lot.   Go to the 
far end and park.   If using GPS, use 
the address for the Foxburg Inn: 20 
Main Street, Foxburg, PA 16036.
May 24, Saturday, 10:00  a.m.  Preston 
Park, Butler by Tony Stango.  Take  
I-79 north to Exit 83 - PA 528 toward 
Evans City.  Travel PA 528 north for 
2.6 miles to a T. Turn right at the T 
and  continue east on PA 68 for 9 miles 
to Whitestown Rd (the first traffic  
light after the Butler Farm Show on 
t h e r i g h t ) . T u r n r i g h t o n t o  
Whitestown Rd and continue 1 mile to 
turn right onto South Eberhart  Road. 
Park entrance will be on the left.  The 
GPS address is 415 South Eberhart 
Road, Butler, PA  16001.
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