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Announcements

Treasurer’s Report
According to Treasurer 
Dianne Machesney:  
Dues Deposit            $34.00
New balance          $807.15

 
December 19 will be our  
a n n u a l C h r i s t m a s 
Holiday Party and Cookie 
Exchange.  There is no 
r e q u i r e d m i n i m u m o r 
maximum dozens of cookies 
for you to bring. Take 
home as many cookies as 
you bring. Bring your 
friends.  This is a great 
time to introduce new 
folks to our Club.
In honor of our tradition 
Chriss O’Lare crafted our  
favors. We need a few 
members to come up with 
some silly games.  

A Cool Website
http://www.youtube.com/
embed/2CFckjfP-1E

Wissahickon Nature Club
Guest Speaker

December 19, Thursday, 7:30 p.m. Washington State Ecosystems, by Mike Fialkovich.  
This program will encompass the ecology of the deserts in the eastern part of the 
state, the recovering ecosystem of Mt. St. Helens, the high mountains of Mt. Rainer 
National Park, the coastal rain forests, beaches and high mountains of Olympic 
National Park.

What to look for:
Winter and mild, dry weather.

by Chuck Tague
A Phenologic perspective: December 12, 1998 

through January 8, 1999.
The Winter Solstice occurs at 8:56 P.M. on December 
21.  Celebrate the solstice and the season.
The Weather Report for December. As of December 8 at 4:00 
P.M. 0.19 inches of precipitation had been recorded for 
December at the Pittsburgh International Airport.  This is .52 
inches below normal.  32.58 inches of precipitation has been 

recorded for the year, 2.15 inches less than is expected.  Since 
July the rain deficit is much greater than this record indicates 
and many reservoirs are virtually empty.  Groundwater and 
stream levels are also declining.
Normal temperature for  December 12  is 32°F, with a high of 
39°F and a low of 25°F.
Record high was 65°F (1965); record low -5°F (1962).  Normal 
temperature for December is 31.4°F.  Normal snowfall in 
December is 8.1 inches.  2.57 inches of precipitation is 
expected in Pittsburgh during December.  Expect the sun to 
shine a dismal 29% of the time.

(continued)

Don’t miss our next meeting.   March 13, Tracking, by David Rohm 
and Melissa Rohm.  David Rohm studied tracking under Tom Brown, Jr., and 
has taught more than 50 programs for state and county parks, schools, and 
scout groups. His presentation will teach you how to identify tracks, not 
only by appearance, but also by habitat and behavioral clues. Knowing who 
made what track can make your time in the outdoors even more enjoyable by 
giving you an insider’s look at the lives of animals.  David and Melissa Rohm 
will also be discussing their watershed stewardship work. They are avid 
birders, photographers, and kayakers, and they founded the nonprofit 
organization Paddle Without Pollution, which removes tons of litter and 
illegally dumped debris from Pa’s waterways using kayaks and canoes.

Red-necked Phalarope, "Phalaropus lobatus"

Photos by Chuck Tague
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What to look for: Winter and mild, 
dry weather.   (Continued)

Dec. 12, 1998 through Jan. 8, 1999
The driest December on record for 
Pittsburgh was 1955.  Only .40 inches 
was collected.  As of December 7, 1998 
only .12 inches has been recorded.
When the cold finally comes listen for 
singing ice.  On calm, cold mornings 
when the temperature first drops below 
freezing, singing ice can often be heard 
on lakes and large ponds.  This occurs 
when a thin even crust of ice forms on 
the water.  Currents in the water bend 
and distort the ice, causing it to vibrate 
and make an eerie, high-pitched sound.
Due to the mild weather many species 
of birds that normally move south of 
Pennsylvania could still be hanging 
around.  Expect good numbers of 
waterfowl on the Christmas Bird 
Counts, as well as Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers, Hermit Thrushes, Gray 
Catbirds, Winter Wrens, Yellow-rumped 
Warblers, possibly Ruby-crowned 
Kinglets and lots of surprises.

What to look for: icicles, frost, animal 
tracks and longer, warmer days.

A Phenologic perspective: January 29 
through February 25, 2000.

Weather Outlook: On January 29 at 
Pittsburgh International Airport, normal 
temperatures range from a high of 34°F 
to a low of 18°F.  Record high and low 
are 72°F (1914) and -11°F (1977).  
Average temperature for February at the 
airport is 28.8°F.  2.40 inches of 
precipitation is the norm.  Expect 9.4 
inches of snow in February in 
Pittsburgh.  During February in Western 
Pennsylvania, the Sun usually shines a 
dismal 37% of the time.
Snowfall has been quite heavy to all 
around Western Pennsylvania, but we 
have escaped most of it.  As of January 
24, 7.3 inches of snow has fallen in 
Pittsburgh for the month.  Since 
September, 12.6 inches has been 
recorded.  Currently, (25Jan00) the snow 
depth is 2.9 inches.
Each day the Sun shines longer.  Today 
(January 29) the Sun rose at 7:33 a.m. 
and sets at 5:34 p.m. for 10 hours and 1 
minute of daylight.  Compare to:

February 6: 7:25 to 5:44; 10 
hours, 21 minutes
February 13: 7:17 to 5:52; 10 
hours, 35 minutes
February 20: 7:08 to 6:00; 10 
hours, 52 minute

Tired of  winter?  The Vernal Equinox 
occurs on March 20, 2000 at 2:35 a.m., 51 
days from today.
Bird Sounds: In the mornings, wherever 
you are in Western Pennsylvania, listen.  
Increased daylight means an increase in 
bird sounds.  Woodpeckers will soon 
drum, Mourning Doves “whoo,” 
starlings squeal and male House Finches 
sing their chattering song.  I’ve already 
heard both species of chickadees sing, 
although neither with much conviction.  
In Moraine State Park the male Black-
capped Chickadees whistle the familiar, 
two-note “Fee-Bee.”  To the south, 
around the woods near Olympia Park in 
Pittsburgh’s Mount Washington, 
Carolina Chickadees buzz “chick-a-Dee-
ee.”  Two more musical songbirds have 
begun.  Listen for the loud “Peter-peter-
peter”  of the Tufted Titmouse and the 
clear whistled “Cheers” of the Northern 
Cardinal.

 Carolina Wrens of course sing almost all 
year, but soon will be singing more often.  
At night listen for screech owls trilling.
Now is the time to check, clean and 
maintain your bird nesting boxes.  Pull out 
last year’s nesting material, spider webs, 
wasp nests or any other debris.
Replace broken pieces, check the drain 
holes and clean and disinfect the boxes.  
Songbirds such as bluebirds, wrens and 
chickadees build a nest in the cavity and 
prefer an empty box.  

Esther’s Wildflower Report: Esther Allen 
has seen Dandelions and Common 
Groundsel blooming at Moraine State Park 
the last few weeks.  Look into the tops of 
Red Maples for their pinkish tint.  Crab 
Apple Trees have a yellowish tinge at the 
tops of their buds.  In 6 weeks from now 
look for Snow Trillium.
When will the Skunk Cabbage poke 
through the snow?
Planets: From the Sky Calendar, Abrams 
Planetarium, Michigan State University: 
Four planets line up in a visually 
impressive array at dusk during the first 
three weeks of February.  Brightest and 
first to be seen after sunset is Jupiter.  
Nearby Saturn is to Jupiter's upper left.  
Look for  Mars, to the lower right of Jupiter. 
Finally Mercury is low to the lower right of 
Mars.  If you observe each evening at the 
same stage of twilight, you'll find Mercury 
a little higher each evening until mid-
month.  A brilliant Venus is very low in SE 
to ESE at dawn and sinks lower into 
sunrise glow as February progresses.

Environmental Book Club
Kim Metheny  

kmetheny@hotmail.com
Chriss O'Lare  colare@comcast.net
Meet at the Panera on McKnight 
Road third Monday of the month at 
7:30 p.m.

Upcoming Book
January 20, 2014,  American 
canopy: trees, forests, and the 
making of a nation / Eric Rutkow

Three Rivers Birding Club
Jim Valimont, President

412.828.5338
www.3rbc.org

Christmas Bird Counts
Eleven other CBC’s are conducted 
within western PA, Find the CBCs, 
d a t e s , a n d c o m p i l e r s a t 
w w w . a s w p . o r g / b i r d i n g /
ChristmasBirdCount.html.

Hooded Mergansers

Happy Holidays

Greenhouse Frog 
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