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Announcements

Treasurer’s Report
According to Treasurer 
Dianne Machesney:  No 
activity. balance   $773.15

Exhibit
Our exhibit will be a slide 
p r e s e n t a t i o n M y 
adventures rearing a 
Luna Moth from egg to 
adult, by Monica Miller.

 
December 19 will be our  
a n n u a l C h r i s t m a s 
Holiday Party and Cookie 
Exchange.  There is no 
r e q u i r e d m i n i m u m o r 
maximum dozens of cookies 
for you to bring. Take 
home as many cookies as 
you bring. Bring your 
friends.  This is a great 
time to introduce new 
folks to our Club.
In honor of our tradition 
Chriss O’Lare crafted our  
favors. We need a few 
members to come up with 
some silly games.  

A Cool Website
http://www.youtube.com/
embed/2CFckjfP-1E

Wissahickon Nature Club
Guest Speaker

December 5, Thursday, 7:30 p.m.  Restoring the Panther Hollow Watershed, 
Schenley Park by Erin Copeland, Senior Restoration Ecologist for Pittsburgh 
Parks Conservancy.  Erin will share highlights from the Parks Conservancy's work 
in Panther Hollow over the last several years, focusing on pilot project 
implementation, ecological restoration and monitoring efforts to improve 
watershed health.  

What to look for:
Gulls, sleet, Canvasbacks, turkey leftovers 

and Christmas trees for sale
A Phenologic perspective: November 27 through 

December 25, 2003
by Chuck Tague

Phenology:  a branch of science dealing with the 
relationship between climate and periodic biologic 

phenomena  (as bird migration and plant flowering)

The Winter Solstice occurs at 2:04 a.m. EST on December 
22, 2003.  Winter is close at hand.  Rejoice in the 
precious few sunny days.   Search for green in the late 
autumn woods.  Look for shade tolerant hemlocks 
beneath the canopy, layers of Mountain Laurel on the 
dry ridges, Great Rhododendron along the stream 
banks, hillsides of Christmas Ferns, carpets of club 
mosses, mats of true mosses and splatters of lichens.
Shuffle through the fallen leaves, feel the refreshing 
sting of the first wind-driven sleet on your face and 
rejoice in the natural wonders of the season.         (cont.)

Don’t miss our next meeting.   December 19, Thursday, 
7:30 p.m. Washington State Ecosystems, by Mike 
Fialkovich.  This program will encompass the ecology of 
the deserts in the eastern part of the state, the 
recovering ecosystem of Mt. St. Helens, the high 
mountains of Mt. Rainer National Park, the coastal rain 
forests, beaches and high mountains of Olympic National 
Park.

Red-shouldered Hawk by Chuck Tague
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What to Look For cont.
Celebrate the Solstice.  The days will 
soon be getting longer!
Ice:   In December, as the days get 
shorter, the angle of the sunlight less 
direct and the temperatures lower, 
look for more and more ice.  As the 
northern lakes freeze, gulls and 
waterfowl move into western 
Pennsylvania,  sometimes in great 
numbers.  After clear, calm nights a 
thin skin forms over ponds and 
lakes,  but often this layer of ice 
disappears during the day.  Later 
the ice becomes more permanent 
and thicker.  Open water becomes 
hard to find and the few water birds 
that remain congregate along the 
rivers and larger lakes that are the 
last to freeze.  Water that is 
artificially agitated or heated 

doesn’t freeze.  In cold weather look 
for water birds in acid mine 
treatment ponds or near industrial 
outflows.
Because of the mild weather many 
W a t e r f o w l a r e s t i l l n o r t h o f 
Pennsylvania. Check flocks of 
Canada Geese for Snow Geese, 
Ross’ Geese or White-fronted Geese.  
December can bring unusual ducks 
and gulls to the rivers.  Also keep an 
eye out for Snow Buntings and 
Northern Shrikes.
Examine winter weeds st icking 

through the snow.  Look for American 
Tree Sparrows feeding in weedy 
patches.   Check groves of spruces 
and other evergreens for owls, 
northern finches and other seasonal 
gifts.  Will we be blessed with 
redpolls and crossbills?
Good numbers of Northern Harriers 
are hunting grassy fields and 
reclaimed strip mines. Could this 
indicate a good showing of winter 
raptors?  Look for Short-eared Owls, 
Northern Harriers, Rough-legged 
Hawks and maybe Snowy Owls.
Golden Eagles and Red-tailed 
Hawks continue to pass the 
Allegheny Front in December.
Some Flowers persist due to the 
extraordinary mild weather. Look 
for flowers, especially in wind-
sheltered but sunny spots.  You may 
find blooming Queen Anne’s Lace, 
Dandelion, Common Evening 
Primrose, Common Chickweed, 
Spotted Knapweed, Butter-and-
eggs, aster species, a few hardy 
goldenrods, Witch Hazel and Winter 
Cress.  What will be the last bloom 
of December?  Watch out for 
“jaggers.”  Many plants have sharp 
projections on their stem or leaves.  
These protect the plant from 
animals that might eat leaves, steal 
fruit or otherwise damage the plant.  
Spines are modified leaf parts that 
are hard and pointed.  Thorns are 
modified stems.  Prickles are 
outgrowths from a stem or leaf.

Beaver Activity: My field records from 
December 3, 1994 note heavy beaver 
activity along Raccoon Creek in the 
Wildflower Reserve at Raccoon Creek 
State Park.  Fresh stumps of American 
Beech, Ironwood and American 
Hornbeam lined the high stream bank.  
At Riverside Park on Pittsburgh’s 
South Side I noticed several gnawed 
willows.
Beaver,  the largest rodents in North 
America at 40 to 60 pounds, are active 
all year.  Their main winter food is the 
inner bark of deciduous trees.  In late 
autumn beavers busily prepare for 
winter by stockpiling green sticks 
underwater near their lodge or 
burrow.  Water temperature below the 
ice will never go below 32°F.  A study 
cited in Life in the Cold, (Peter 
Marchand 1991) measured a difference 
of as much as 35°C (63°F) between the 
inside of beaver lodge occupied by 
two huddling beavers and the outside 
air.  With a good food source, the 
animals do not need to go out when 
outside temperatures are low.
Esther's Christmas Colors: Esther Allen  finds 
her favorite holiday decorations in 
nature.  Holly trees are already 
decorated with red berries.  Red Osier 
Dogwood has bright red twigs.  
Sassafras has green twigs.  Red Maple 
has silvery gray twigs with reddish 
tinged tips.  White Birch has beautiful 
bark.
Mobile decorations, moving from tree to 
tree, are cardinals Blue Jays, American 
Robins and House Finches.
Look for the next issue of the Nature 
Observer News before December 25, 
2003.  When you receive your next 
Nature Observer, it will be winter.  
Festive holiday lights will brighten the 
long, dark nights.  Jumping mice will 
be in a deep sleep and the Scarlet 
Tanagers and Baltimore Orioles will be 
in their tropical homes.  Will there be 
snow on the ground on Christmas?

  Happy Holidays.

Botanical Society of Western 
Pennsylvania

Loree Speedy 724.518.6022 
mousemapper@verizon.net
http://www.botsocwpa.org/

Meeting
December 9, Monday, 7:15 p.m.  
HOLIDAY PARTY.  Meet at Ford-
Mateer Classroom of Carnegie 
Museum of Natural History, 
reached through the well-marked 
“Portal Entry” in the rear parking 
lot area.

Environmental Book Club
Kim Metheny  

kmetheny@hotmail.com
Chriss O'Lare  colare@comcast.net
Meet at the Panera on McKnight 
Road third Monday of the month at 
7:30 p.m.

Upcoming Books
December 16, 2013, 1912-the year 
the world discovered Antarctica / 
Chris Turney
January 20, 2014,  American 
canopy: trees, forests, and the 
making of a nation / Eric Rutkow

http://www.wissahickonnatureclub.com
http://www.wissahickonnatureclub.com
mailto:mousemapper@verizon.net
mailto:mousemapper@verizon.net
http://www.botsocwpa.org/
http://www.botsocwpa.org/
mailto:kmetheny@hotmail.com
mailto:kmetheny@hotmail.com
mailto:colare@comcast.net
mailto:colare@comcast.net

